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We asked young people from in-patient 

wards to express themselves about 

their  

experience on the wards. The children 

from Acorn Lodge sent us pictures and 

writings of what children do and ways 

they feel they are being helped.   

 

 

Voices from the  

children on  

Acorn Lodge: 
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Written by a patient at Acorn Lodge 

Every year the school has chicks. You can look 

after them and if your mum and dad says it’s 

okay you can adopt them to live at your house. 

It’s fun to see them grow and there is animals 

at the pet shop that we can see.  

Painting by a 
patient at 
Acorn Lodge 

Picture from Dr. Richard Corrigall’s video ‘Chick Flick’ 
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By a patient at Acorn Lodge, aged 12 

 

Acorn lodge is a place for children that 

may need help.  

Children will stay for a certern amount of 

time. 

There is a school here for adolescents 

and children, it is important for children 

to continue education, 

There is also a gym for fitness and exer-

cise. 

There is a selection of food cooked by 

Dieana the housekeeper. 

By a patient at Acorn Lodge, 

aged 12 
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HELPFUL 

FRIENDLY 

KIND 

THOUGHTFUL 

CARING 

PLAYFUL 

By child J 
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On the 21st of February I was invited by Mandy Sarhane; a 

nurse manager from the supported discharge service (SDS) 

to accompany another young service user on an inspection 

of the children's ward, Acorn Lodge based at the Bethlem 

Royal Hospital site. Acorn Lodge treats children from the 

age of four up to the age of thirteen. The ward has a family 

living space for the new children who come on to the ward 

and parents to stay while they settle in.  

Pulling up to Bethlem I was amazed by the amount of build-

ings and recreation rooms such as a school, swimming pool, 

art and crafts room, and a museum plus many more.  

Accompanied by an inspection officer, we entered Acorn 

Lodge and spoke to the receptionist explaining the purpose 

of our visit. The house-keeper greeted us and gave us a 

quick briefing of the ward and its patients. We went through 

each room scanning and ticking off the items on the lists we 

were given. I was too short to check some of the areas but 

the other young person was taller so we worked as a team; 

me doing the lower section and him doing the higher. Our 

plan of working as a team worked very well and we fin-

ished with time to spare.  

  

While waiting to sample the food we went through the 

regulation booklet and completed and rated the ward on 

the cleaning and maintenance of its rooms. Acorn 

Lodge ward was marked highly and the only fault was 

the ventilation system and a broken light bulb which are  

both easily fixed. Fridays lunch was fish and chip, I 

sampled the chips and the vegetarian option. The food 

was cooked well and catered for everyone’s needs. We 

rated the food and signed our names which concluded 

the day.  

It was an eye opening experience which I hold to my 

heart. I was much older than the patients on Acorn 

Lodge when I was diagnosed and I know it was a dis-

tressing time for me and my family, I can only imagine 

how scared they must have all been coming to a ward 

for the first time at such a young age, but Acorn Lodge 

ward makes sure its patients are settled and able to still 

be children while undergoing the treatment they need in 

a friendly, caring and warm environment.  

In the future I hope to be involved in more inspections 

and maybe even visit Acorn ward again and tell the chil-

dren things do and will get better for them.  

By Rashaun 

Photos by Rashaun  
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How you can get involved 

If you are interested in having your voice heard in pictures, poems, articles or 
if you want to find out more information about anything you have read in 

this newsletter, please contact: 

Marianne Caitane 
CAMHS Patient and Public Involvement  

Facilitator 
Email: Marianne.caitane@slam.nhs.uk 

Tele: 07791786137 

Thank you for reading! 

Please look out for our next  

newsletter  !!! 
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