
FREE PUBLIC EVENT  

Mental Health and Policing –  

Post the Sean Rigg Inquest 
led by BMHUK, sponsored by SLaM 
 

DATE Monday 8 July 2013 
TIME  5 pm – 7 pm (doors open 4.30 pm) 
VENUE Civic Suite, Lewisham, Catford Road, London SE6 4RU 

The 3
rd

 in a series of community engagement seminars post the Sean Rigg Inquest run by human 
rights campaigns group Black Mental Health UK (BMHUK) with the support of South London & 
Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust (SLaM) will be held in Lewisham on Monday 8 July 2013. 

This event will provide a forum where an update will be presented on the changes that have been 
made in the way services are provided by SLaM, whose remit covers Lambeth, Southwark, 
Lewisham and Croydon.  

These areas of London are particularly important to BMH UK as they are also home to the largest 
numbers of people from the UK's African Caribbean communities who are subject to detention 
rates in far greater numbers than any other group.  

The Sean Rigg Inquest hearing put a spotlight on the issue of policing and mental health, and 
highlighted many concerns held across the community over patient experience and police 
involvement when accessing mental health care.  This event will attempt to answer some of the 
questions raised by this case and update the community on what changes have been made in 
order to improve the patient experience and community relations.  

Themes to be discussed include:  

 Policing, Mental Health & Black Britain - transparency and accountability 

 Medication & new drugs 

 Control and restraint - de-escalation initiatives  

 Supporting families and carers 

 Improving community relations and restoring trust in the services 

 Places of safety - alternatives to police custody: Health based and community 
based places of safety what is needed to make this a reality.  

We are keen to ensure this event includes a range of voices – in particular service users, carers, 
local stakeholders, voluntary and partner organisations to contribute discussions in addition to 
panel contributions. Themes that emerge from this event will be used to inform those that follow.* 

Attendance is open to people from Lewisham and across London. For directions visit: 
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/Pages/default.aspx 

Please register your attendance with the organisers in advance to help with planning by emailing: 

events@blackmentalhealth.org.uk   Tel: 020 7152 4090 

_____________________________________________________________ 

*This is the third of three BMHUK-led events sponsored by SLaM (South London and Maudsley NHS 
Foundation Trust).  The first and second events took place in Brixton and Croydon on “Mental Health and 
Policing” in October and December 2012. There will also be a SLaM-led Partnership Time Event, to draw on the 
learning from these conversations. The aim of these events is to engage with communities in each of the four 
principal Boroughs served by SLaM. 
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